
5
Reasons to Install Heat Tape 


Before the First Freeze

1. Fall Ends Faster 

Than You Think
October in Northern Utah can bring early-

morning frosts, and the gap between the 

last warm stretch in September and the 

first hard freeze is narrower than it looks 

on the calendar. The fall window for 

professional heat tape installation closes 

before most homeowners expect it to.

2. Clear Roofs Create Better 
Installation Conditions
Fall installation means dry shingles, clear 

eaves, and accessible gutters. Winter 

installs are possible but more challenging; 

ice and snow may need removal first, 

sections may become inaccessible, and 

frozen surfaces complicate every step of 

the process.

3. The October Call vs. the 
January Call
October scheduling means shorter wait 

times, more schedule flexibility, and time 

to review the estimate carefully before 

work begins. January calls arrive 

alongside a wave of other homeowners 

with the same problem, and wait times 

grow while ice builds up on the roof.

4. What One More Winter 
Can Cost You
Last winter's ceiling stain or gutter 

damage means the same roof shape, 

cold spots, and melt-refreeze cycle is 

set to repeat. Softened wood doesn't 

fully recover, heavy ice weakens fascia, 

and existing damage makes a second 

winter of ice dams more destructive.

5. Get Ready 

Before the First Freeze
A fall installation means going into winter 

with the heat tape system already in 

place, no scrambling for an available 

contractor while ice builds on the roof. 

September and October are the best 

months to get the work done before 


winter makes everything harder 


and more stressful.
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